

Lesson 2: Making Good Decisions
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Genesis 13:1-18
After the humiliating experience of being caught by Pharaoh in a lie about Sarai being his sister, Abram is deported from Egypt with his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all their possessions. Abram is now a very wealthy man (13:1-2). He travels all the way back to where God originally commanded him, the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first, and there calls on the name of the Lord (13:4). In other words, he goes back to the spot where he got off track.

Abram is a wonderful example of what we should do when we get off course in fulfilling God's purpose for our lives. When we sin, the Evil One immediately rushes in to tell us we have messed up so badly God can't use us anymore. However, God has always been and will always be the God of the second chance, the third chance, or however many chances it takes. Regardless of the degree or repetition of our sin, we have what wonderful promise in 1 John 1:9 if we confess our sins?

	 

	 


In Genesis 13 we find some important principles for making good decisions. When it comes to making decisions, we are either like Abram or Lot. To make good decisions, we must do four things. First...

1. Be generous

13:5-9
Like his uncle Abram, Lot has great material wealth in flocks, and herds, and tents (13:5). The economy in their day wasn't based on stocks, bonds, or industry. Wealth was usually accumulated through livestock. As a result of their great wealth, what problem arises, according to Genesis 13:6?

	 

	 


Because of this problem, a quarrel breaks out between Abram's and Lot's herdsmen. Also living in the land are Canaanites and Perizzites [per-uh-zights], who might see their quarrel as a great time to attack and plunder their livestock (13:7). Abram learned a lot from his previous mistakes and selfishness in Egypt because he wants to make better decisions in dealing with Lot. No doubt at his altar Abram had asked God to help him make better decisions because he says to Lot: Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren (13:8). Physically, Abram and Lot are uncle and nephew, so he seems to be saying "we are brothers worshipping the same God." When there is controversy between believers, the world is watching so they can attack and plunder our witness. As Christians we will disagree at times, but it is how we disagree that should be different from the world. What does Proverbs 17:14 tell us about a quarrel?

	 

	 


This means "nip it in the bud," or resolve it as soon as possible because a quarrel is like a crack in a dam—if left unattended, it will get worse. The same God who inspired Proverbs is leading Abram, so Abram says to Lot: Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left (13:9).

In a spirit of humility, Abram is willing to yield his rights. He is Lot's senior and head of the family, so he could have pulled rank. Moreover, the promise of the land has been given to him, not to Lot. Abram is now much more spiritual than when he went down into Egypt where to save his own skin he allowed his wife Sarai to become Pharaoh's wife. Spiritual people are always generous. What do we read about generous people in Proverbs 11:25?

	 

	 


This is just the sowing and reaping principle. Being generous is always a part of God's purpose for our lives. God so loved the world He gave (Jn 3:16), and if we are like Him, we will be givers, too. We can never find or fulfill God's purpose for our lives until we are generous. That's why we need to obey what command Paul gives Timothy to give to those who are wealthy in this world (see 1 Timothy 6:18)?

	 

	 


Abram is now concerned with fulfilling God's purpose for his life, not just increasing his wealth. As we shall see later, Abraham is still not as spiritual as God wants him to be, but he is much closer than he was. Such was not the case with Lot.

To make good decisions, be generous and...

2. Consider the consequences

13:10-13
Lot wants the most profitable real estate and sees the plain of Jordan as a great place to raise cattle (13:10). Therefore, He chooses all the plain of Jordan and heads east, parting company with Abram (13:11). Like many believers today, Lot is more concerned about a better job or career advancement than in his family's spiritual well-being. Because Lot's first priority is money, he moves from the highlands of Bethel to the plain of Jordan, the area where the Jordan River enters the Dead Sea, near Sodom and Gomorrah.
Lot thinks he is moving up in the world, but in reality he is going down. Lot is aware of God's Word and His promise to Abram, but his concern is for monetary things. Thus, he chooses to ignore God's Word to Abram and live in the midst of very sinful people, among whom he and his children will make friends. Unlike Lot, we need to follow what principle found in Proverbs 12:26?

	 

	 


Up to this point Lot seems to be a relatively good guy, but this decision begins his spiritual decline. Every decision we make in some way shapes our destinies, especially the places we choose to live. Abram continues to live in Canaan while Lot lives in the cities of the plain and continues to move south, until he pitches his tent toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly (13:12-13). Lot probably never intends to get as close to Sodom as he does, but this is how the Evil One leads us into sin—one step at a time.
Lot makes a bad decision because he does not consider the spiritual consequences. The sinful plain of Jordan looks good financially, but its culture is grossly sinful. Lot is sowing his seeds of greed in the soil of sin. As a result, he is going to experience what truth found in Job 4:8?

	 


To make good decisions, we must be generous, consider the consequences, and...

3. Wait on the Lord

13:14-18
Abram and Lot make decisions that will greatly affect their futures. After Lot's departure, God appears to Abram and tells him: Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward (13:14b). Abram waits until the Lord tells him to lift his eyes, while Lot decides to do that on his own. Abram waits for God to give him the land, while Lot greedily takes what he wants. When we get ahead of God, we always get out of His purpose for our lives. That's why we need to obey what command in Psalm 27:14?

	 

	 


Because Abram waits, the Lord God says to him: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered (13:15-16).

Principles for making good decisions are: be generous, consider the consequences, wait on the Lord, and...

4. Put feet to your prayers

Next, God tells Abram: Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee (13:17). God's purpose for Abram requires his participation. This command to Abram is similar to what promise God tells Moses to give the Israelites in Deuteronomy 11:24a?

	 


Finding God's purpose requires effort on our parts. We find God's purpose for our lives one step at a time through prayer, Bible study, and faithfully doing what we know is His will. There is an old saying, "To see far ahead in the will of God, you must go as far ahead as you can see."

In response to God's command, Abram moves his tents to live in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron (see map on page 12), where he builds his third altar unto the Lord (Gen. 13:18). As we see in Abram's life, we do not immediately become the people He wants us to be to fulfill His purpose. We must take one prayerful step at a time. That's why Jesus gives us what promise in Matthew 7:7?

	 

	 


Each verb in that verse is present tense, so it could read: "Keep on asking, keep on seeking, and keep on knocking," or put feet to your prayers.

Making good decisions requires four things: be generous, consider the consequences, wait on the Lord, and put feet to your prayers.
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