

Lesson 8: Staying Close to God



        23 Aug 2020
Genesis 19:1-38
In lesson six we discussed "getting closer to God"; now we are going to learn about staying close to God. Once we get close to God, we need to know how to stay there. In Genesis 19 we visit Lot, who is an example of a believer who moves away from God. In Jesus' parable of the seed, or soils, He tells of a farmer who sowed seed that fell on four kinds of soil, each of which represents a different kind of heart and its response to the Word of God. Lot's heart is like the third type of soil, where the seed fell among thorns. In Matthew 13:22b, how does Jesus describe the heart that is like soil with thorns?

	 

	 


We last saw Lot in chapter 13 when he started moving toward Sodom. He saw the prosperous land and cities with great financial promise, so he parted from his godly uncle, Abraham, and lived there. From that point on, Lot's spiritual life is on a slippery slope. By looking at his life we can find three requirements for staying close to God.

1. Refuse to compromise

19:1-8
Chapter nineteen begins with two angels arriving in Sodom in the evening and Lot sitting in the gate of the city (19:1). In ancient times, public business was conducted at the city gates, much like our city halls today. Since Lot was involved in city business, he was apparently fitting in well in Sodom. When Lot sees the two angels he goes to meet them and bows with his face toward the ground (19:1b). He then offers the angels lodging in his home. At first they decline, saying they would abide in the street all night (19:2c). However, Lot insists, and the angels agree to spend the night with him (19:3).

After the angels have eaten, but before going to bed, word gets out about Lot's visitors. Men, both old and young, from all over the city surround Lot's house. According to Genesis 19:5, what do they demand?

	 

	 


These men clearly intended to gang rape Lot's two visitors. In Sodom and in the land of Canaan, sexual immorality was common and was socially acceptable. Lot was a believer who had greatly compromised himself by living in Sodom, but he was not so far gone as to yield to this vile request. To appease their lust, Lot goes outside and surprisingly offers them his two virgin daughters (19:8). Some believe Lot thought his daughters would suffer no harm because they were virgins betrothed to fellow Sodomites, the ones Lot calls sons in law in verse 14. According to the legal code of the Sodomites, the penalty for having sex with betrothed virgins was death. But whatever Lot was thinking, this was a monumental breach of fatherly love and decency.

The city of Sodom had reached the final stage of moral deterioration and reprobation. The Bible tells us how God reacts when a culture reaches the state of depravity where homosexuality is socially acceptable. In Romans 1:28, after talking in the previous verses about homosexuality, or the so-called "gay lifestyle," what does God's Word declare?

The word translated reprobate (adokimos, ah-doc-ee-mos) means the loss of moral sense, or perversion. After reading the manuscript of one of Billy Graham's books that deals with the moral climate in the United States, Ruth Graham said, "If God does not judge America, He will need to apologize to Sodom!" Christians should never be guilty of "gay-bashing," but we also can never be guilty of retreating from the clear teaching in the Word of God about homosexuality.

We must remember God's love for homosexuals or "gays" is no less than His love for anyone else. It should also be pointed out there is a big difference between being a practicing homosexual and having homosexual tendencies. The Bible condemns the practice, not the orientation or temptation. We all have an orientation to sin. Sin is not in having a weakness or being tempted; sin is yielding to the temptation. Paul says fornicators... idolaters... adulterers... effeminate... abusers of themselves with mankind (homosexuals)... thieves... covetous... drunkards... revilers and extortioners cannot inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Then, what does he write in 1 Corinthians 6:11a?

	 


Lot was a believer who compromised with the world, and his compromise soon leads to grave consequences. To stay close to God, refuse to compromise and...

2. Reject selfish desires

19:9-22
The depraved mob rejects Lot's offer and tries to break down his door. The angels pull Lot inside, shut the door, and strike the men outside with blindness (19:9-11). Capitalizing on the time gained by blinding their attackers, the angels ask Lot if he has any more family in the city. Then, they tell him they are going to destroy the city because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it (19:13b).

Lot believes the angels and goes out to his sons in law. When he tells them what the angels have said, they think he is joking (19:14). Like many engulfed in sin, they do not believe in divine judgment. Lest we become like them in our attitudes, we must remember what truth found in Hebrews 13:4b?

	 

	 


The word translated whoremongers (pornos, por-nos) is the word from which we get our English word "pornography." It refers to any kind of illicit sexual intercourse, including prostitution, homosexuality, and pre-marital sex.

Dawn comes, and since judgment is imminent, the angels urge Lot to take his wife and two daughters and quickly flee the city. When Lot hesitates, the angels grab his hand and his wife's and daughters' hands, and lead them from the city. As soon as they are out of the city, one of the angels tells them: Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed (Gen. 19:17).

The angels have hardly finished dragging Lot out of Sodom when he proposes a selfish, alternate plan. Lot asks that he not be required to go to the mountain lest some evil happen to him. Instead, he proposes he be allowed to go to the small city of Zoar, a "mini-Sodom" also slated for destruction. Lot's request is granted, thus sparing that city (19:18-22). Lot is still more concerned with the material than the spiritual. When looking for safety, instead of following Lot's example, we need to remember what truth found in Proverbs 18:10?

	 

	 


There is a little bit of Lot in all of us. There are times when God is working in our lives but we sidestep His purpose because of selfish desires.

Staying close to God requires we refuse to compromise, reject selfish desires, and...

3. Remember the sowing principle

19:23-38
As Lot reaches Zoar, the sun is up and the Lord rains brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah and the inhabitants of the cities are destroyed (19:23-25). Some scholars believe the salt, sulfur, and bitumen (bi-tu-min, which is asphalt in its natural state) in the area were blended by an earthquake, causing a violent explosion that carried a red-hot mixture, like burning asphalt, high into the air and then rained down on the wicked cities.

Many scholars believe Sodom is forever uninhabitable because it was located in the Jordan Valley at the southern end of the Dead Sea and is now covered with water (see map on the right).

When judgment begins to fall on Sodom, Lot's wife, after being told not to do so, looks back and turns into a pillar of salt (19:26). A boy in Sunday school was asked if he believed Lot's wife turned into a pillar of salt. He said, "Of course. My mom was driving down the road, turned to look behind her, and turned into a telephone pole."

Talking about His second coming, Jesus said: In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back (Lk 17:31). Then, what does He say in Luke 17:32?

	 


Lot's wife apparently lost her life because she was reluctant to leave her household stuff or worldly possessions. Did she really turn into a pillar of salt? Mrs. Lot's look back was a long one because the destruction of the cities did not begin until Lot and his daughters were safe in Zoar. It may be that as she stayed and watched the judgment, she was exposed to the poisonous sulfurous gases and died. As her corpse lay exposed, salt was deposited on her body, as it does on the rock around the Dead Sea to this day, and thus she became a pillar of salt. However it happened, Mrs. Lot is an awesome example of getting too attached to the things of this world. What does Paul write about one of his associates in 2 Timothy 4:10a?

	 

	 


Now we come to one of the most touching moments in the Bible. Early in the morning, in the aftermath of God's judgment, Abraham goes and looks toward Sodom and Gomorrah. He watches the orange, hot smoke billowing up like a burning inferno and wonders about his beloved nephew Lot (Gen. 19:27-28). Abraham sees the fertile land Lot so coveted is now like a simmering furnace. Apparently, Abraham doesn't know what happened to Lot and never sees him again.

We all need to stand with Abraham and look toward Sodom because what happened to Sodom is only a preview of what is coming upon all ungodly and immoral people (Heb. 13:4). We live in a country with a church on almost every block, Bibles in every motel, continuous religious radio and TV, and the Bible is preached throughout our land. In spite of all this, we see moral deterioration and rejection of God's Word on an unprecedented scale. Because we have more knowledge of God's way and Word, what does Jesus says about such cities in Matthew 10:15?

	 

	 


Lot and his daughters escape the doom of Sodom but not the influence of Sodom. Lot's daughters get him drunk, have sex with him, and bear his children. His oldest daughter has a son named Moab, who becomes the father of the Moabites. Lot's younger daughter has a son named Ben-ammi, the father of the children of Ammon (Gen. 19:37-38). Later, the Moabites and Ammonites became Israel's enemies who worshipped pagan gods (1 Kings 11:33).

The last we read of Lot he is drunk, dishonored, and having sex with his daughters. In Lot's life we see what truth found in Hosea 8:7a?

	 


To stay close to God, you must refuse to compromise, reject selfish desires, and remember the sowing principle. What in this lesson do you think will be most helpful in staying close to God and why?
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