










      4 September 2022
Lesson 10: When What You Believe Is Unpopular

Acts 24:1-27
Are you unpopular with some people because of your Christian beliefs? If so, how should you respond to them? In the previous lesson we saw Paul arrested in Jerusalem and then escorted by 470 Roman soldiers from Jerusalem to Cesarea because of a Jewish plot to assassinate him. This begins Paul's imprisonment, during which he will stand trial before three powerful Roman officials: Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. Paul will boldly present the Gospel to each of them, and all three will reject Christ for different reasons but with the same eternal results. In this chapter we find out what to do when what you believe is unpopular. First...

Expect some to accuse you falsely

24:1-9
Paul's first trial is before Felix, the Roman governor of Cesarea, the same position Pontius Pilate held during Jesus' time. Felix was famous for his cruelty, brutality, and immorality. Five days after Paul arrives in Cesarea, Ananias, the high priest, comes to Cesarea with some Jewish elders and a certain orator named Tertullus (tur-tull-us), one of the most eloquent and clever trial lawyers in Jerusalem, to present their charges against Paul (24:1).

Tertullus reveals his cleverness and tact by flattering Felix. He thanks Felix for the quietness and worthy deeds he has brought to the nation (24:2-3). This flattery is especially sickening because Felix was famous for violence and corruption and was especially hated by the Jews. Whenever someone flatters you, you need to remember what fact found in Proverbs 29:5?

	 

	 


Tertullus' case consists of three basic charges. He first accuses Paul of being a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world and secondly of being a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes (Acts 24:5). The sect of the Nazarenes refers to the followers of Christ named after His hometown of Nazareth. This is brilliant for two reasons: Romans forbade riots and always punished their leaders brutally; and, the followers of Jesus were an unrecognized religion and therefore violated Roman law. Third, Tertullus accuses Paul of trying to profane the temple (24:6), a crime punishable by death according to Jewish law, which the Romans allowed the Jews to carry out. Therefore, Tertullus is trying to get Felix to allow the Jews to execute Paul. The Jews verify what Tertullus tells Felix (24:9). In truth, Paul had never disturbed the peace or started a riot, but the Jews had done those things almost everywhere Paul went.

Whenever we are making a real difference at school, work, or in our community, we should expect some to accuse us falsely. Jesus said: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake (Matt. 5:11). It is important to note the false accusations are to be because of Jesus—not because we act holier-than-thou or obnoxiously. The persecution must be because of our allegiance to Christ. In the next verse what does Jesus say should be our response and why (Matthew 5:12a)?

	 

	 


The word translated glad means "to jump with joy." Why? Because of the promise, great is your reward in heaven. We are not to seek persecution, retreat from it, or pout over it. However, when it comes, we are to jump with joy because God is depositing great treasures in our account in heaven.

When what you believe is unpopular, expect some to accuse you falsely and...

Allow God to speak through you supernaturally

24:10-21
Tertullus' prosecution seems brilliant, but he could not imagine how ridiculous it will look when exposed by a bold man filled with the Spirit of God. Paul had no fear because of what Jesus had said: But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak (Matt. 10:19a). Then, what does Jesus promise in Matthew 10:19b-20?

	 

	 


Paul immediately and boldly denies the charges one by one. First, he insists he had not created riots in Jerusalem or anywhere else (Acts 24:11-12). Then, Paul responds to the charge of being a ringleader of an unlawful sect. He admits being a follower of the way (24:14), but he describes it as legal by saying he believes all things which are written in the law and in the prophets (24:14b), which means he is a Jew. Paul did not see himself as a "former" Jew but a "fulfilled" Jew because he had found the Messiah. Paul then points out he is really more orthodox and Bible-believing than the Sadducees, who were among the elders present, by saying he has hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust (24:15). The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection, which put them at odds with what prophecy in Daniel 12:2?

Concerning the charge of desecrating the temple, Paul explains the purpose of his visit to Jerusalem was to bring alms to my nation, and offerings (Acts 24:17b). This was the love offering from the Gentile churches. Paul says he was purified when Jews from Asia falsely accused him of defiling the temple (24:18a). Paul also tells Felix these Jews ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me (24:19). Their absence was evidence Paul had done nothing wrong that would stand up in court. Then, what does Paul tell Felix is the real reason for his trial (see Acts 24:21b)?

	 


The Holy Spirit is clearly giving Paul the words to say because his defense is so brilliant. If believing in the resurrection is a crime, then all the Pharisees should have been on trial with him. Felix does not want to offend the Jews or violate Roman law by not giving a Roman citizen a legal trial. Therefore, he decides to postpone the trial, saying he will wait for the captain in Jerusalem to come and then decide the case (24:22). The captain could give testimony as to what really happened in Jerusalem. Felix then puts Paul into protective custody, allowing him some personal freedom, such as visits from his friends (24:23).

When what we believe is unpopular, we must allow the Holy Spirit to speak through us. What does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will do for us in John 14:26b?

	 

	 


That's why it is so important to memorize Scripture. If we do our part in studying and memorizing God's Word, the Holy Spirit will do His part in bringing it to our minds as we need it. We need promises of reassurance and supernatural power to repeat to ourselves when what we believe is unpopular.

When what you believe is unpopular, expect some to accuse you falsely, allow God to speak through you supernaturally, and...

Expect some to procrastinate repeatedly

24:22-27
Felix was married to his third wife, Drusilla, who was Jewish. She was the daughter of Herod Agrippa, who killed James the brother of John with the sword (Acts 12:2). While Paul is in his custody, Felix frequently summons Paul to speak to him, hoping Paul will offer him some money as a bribe (24:26). At the first appearance Felix listens as Paul speaks about faith in Christ and reasons with him about righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come. Felix's heart is convicted, and he trembled (24:24b-25a). The word translated trembled (phobos, fob-os) is the Greek word from which we get our English word "phobia," meaning "terrified." The cause of Felix's fear is the result of what Jesus says the Holy Spirit will do when He comes. In John 16:8, what does Jesus say the Holy Spirit does?

	 

	 


Because Felix's career was based on unrighteousness and injustice, he became very uncomfortable. Therefore, Felix responds by saying, when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee (Acts 24:25b). In other words, "I'm too busy right now." These words are the most effective weapon of the Evil One.

Felix's answer reminds me of the man who had a dream about demons who met to decide what tactic would be most effective in getting more people in hell. One demon stood up and said to the council that Satan had convened, "I'll go back to earth and tell people there is no hell." The demons voted that one down because they agreed there is something in every human being that lets him know sin has to be punished.

Another demon stood up and said, "I'll go back and tell them the Bible isn't true." They booed that one down saying, "They'll read the Bible and see how the prophecies have been fulfilled and see how people who read it have their lives transformed." In discouragement, one of the demons asked, "Well, what can we do to get more people into hell?"

Finally, one demon who hadn't said anything stands and says, "I'll go back and tell people there is a hell and the Bible is true, but I'll tell them there's no hurry—they have plenty of time to get right with God. They should therefore put it off." All the demons cheered because they knew that tactic would definitely get more people into hell.

What a tremendous impact Paul's message had on Felix, but he put off his decision, and as far as we know, he never received Christ. That's why God gives what command in Hebrews 4:7b?

	 


Felix's heart became very hard because his visits with Paul continue for two years until Felix is succeeded by Porcius (poor-see-us) Festus. Felix also knew keeping Paul in prison would gain him favor with the Jews (Acts 24:27). Felix realized what he was doing was wrong; he was so aware of his sin he trembled with fear when Paul first confronted him with the Gospel. How does Ecclesiastes 8:11 explain Felix's desire to continue in sin?

	 

	 


When what you believe is unpopular: expect some to accuse you falsely, allow God to speak through you supernaturally, and expect some to procrastinate repeatedly.

Felix is a classic example of how not to respond to the Gospel and should be contrasted with the Philippian jailer. Both were trembling in fear. Felix procrastinates, but the Philippian jailer asks, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? (Acts 16:29-30). When it comes to responding to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, we are either modern-day Felixes or modern-day Philippian jailers.

When the Holy Spirit prompts you to teach a Sunday school class, to be more generous in giving back to God, to confess some sin, to seek reconciliation with a brother or sister in Christ, to be bolder in living out what you believe, don't be like Felix and procrastinate. What in this lesson has the Holy Spirit used to prompt you to make a change in your life as you "journey from religion to relationship"? What will you do about it, beginning today?

Journey Series - People and Topical Studies - Journey Series - People and Topical Studies – Journey from Religion to Relationship: A Study of the Life of Paul.
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